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USDA Extends Application Deadline for
Dairy Margin Protection Program to Dec.
19

Dairy producers urged to act now to protect their businesses against
unpredictable market swings, take advantage of increased protections
offered in first year of program

The application deadline for the dairy Margin Protection Program (MPP) will
be extended until Dec. 19, 2014. The program, established by the 2014
Farm BIll, protects participating dairy producers when the margin — the
difference between the price of milk and feed costs — falls below levels of
protection selected by the applicant.

For just $100, a farmer can cover 90 percent of production at $4 margin
swings, and with affordable incremental premiums, dairy farmers can cover
up to $8 margin swings. Those who apply this year will receive a slight
increase in production protection that will not be available in the future.
Farmers who do not sign up for the Margin Protection Program for 2015 will
forfeit the 1 percent base production increase.

Producers can use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. They can type
in specific operation data and explore price projections and market scenarios
to determine what level of coverage is best for them. The online resource is
on a secure website that can be accessed from computers, mobile phones
or tablets, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Farmers also have a chance to share comments and help shape the Margin
Protection Program for the future. Last month, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) announced the extension of the opportunity for public
comments on both the Margin Protection Program and the Dairy Product
Donation Program until Dec. 15, 2014. Comments can be submitted to
USDA via the regulations.gov website at http://go.usa.gov/GJSA or send
them by mail to: Danielle Cooke, Special Programs Manager, Price Support
Division, FSA, USDA, STOP 0512, 1400 Independence Ave. SW,
Washington, D.C., 20250-0512.
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To learn more about the Margin Protection Program for dairy, contact your
local USDA Farm Service Agency county office at offices.usda.gov or visit us
on the Web at www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Disaster Assistance to Help
Thousands of Honeybee, Livestock and

Farm-Raised Fish Producers
2014 Farm Bill Program Offers Producers in Over 40 States Relief for 2012
and 2013 Losses

Nearly 2,500 applicants will receive disaster assistance through the
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP) for losses suffered from Oct. 1, 2011, through Sept. 30,
2013.

The program, re-authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides disaster relief to
livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers not covered by other
agricultural disaster assistance programs. Eligible losses may include
excessive heat or winds, flooding, blizzards, hail, wildfires, lightning strikes,
volcanic eruptions, and diseases, or in the case of honeybees, losses due to
colony collapse disorder. Beekeepers, most of whom suffered honeybee
colony losses, represent more than half of ELAP recipients.

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal
year. To accommodate the number of requests, which exceeded funds
available for each of the affected years, payments will be reduced to ensure
that all eligible applicants receive a prorated share of assistance.

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet
web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit:
http://offices.sc.eqov.usda.gov/locator/app

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website

and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on
Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized
and funded through 2018.

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently
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posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What's in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning
and socially disadvantaged producers.

Changes that will take effect immediately include:

- Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.

- Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a
qualifier instead of the median farm size.

- Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular Direct
Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 percent.

- Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from
$225,000 to $300,000.

- Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.

- Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the
federal government.

- Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for
socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.

- Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the ESA Farm Bill website
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.

NAP Coverage Available for 2015 Crops for Livestock Feed
Intended for Grazing:

It is important that producers note that NAP coverage WILL be available for annually planted crops for livestock
feed intended for grazing because RMA is not offering CAT level coverage under the Rainfall Index-Annual
Forage Insurance Plan. The NAP sales closing date for this insurance is December 1st or March 15th
(depending on the crop) for crops planted in the spring.

Please contact your local FSA office for questions concerning NAP or your crop insurance agent for questions
concerning RMA crop insurance. A list of agents can be found at www.rma.usda.gov/.
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Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for microloans increased
from $35,000 to $50,000, effective Nov. 7. Microloans offer borrowers simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 in loans
using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans are part of USDA’s continued
commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will enhance beginning
farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies related to farm
experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct farming experience
required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership
positions while serving in the military or advanced education in an agricultural field will now count towards the
experience applicants need to show when applying for farm ownership loans.

Since 2010, FSA has made a record amount of farm loans — more than 165,000 loans totaling nearly $23 billion.
More than 50 percent of USDA'’s farm loans now go to beginning farmers. In addition, FSA has increased its
lending to socially-disadvantaged producers by nearly 50 percent since 2010.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related information.

Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000 to $50,000, effective Nov. 7, 2014.
The loan features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This
loan program will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture
(CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $50,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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