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2013 COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

The election of agricultural producers to the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) county committees is important to all farmers and ranchers. It 
is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections 
because FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural 
community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  

County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of 
FSA operations. The intent is to have the COC reflect the makeup 
of the producers and represent all constituents. This means that 
minorities, women or lower income producers need to be on the 
committee to speak for underrepresented groups.   

County Committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters 
on Nov. 4, 2013.  The last day to return completed ballots to the 
USDA Service Center is Dec. 2, 2013. 

 

 
SUCCESSION IN INTEREST 

If you have made any changes that affect your interest in base acres since you signed your last 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must report these successions-in-interest to 
the county committee by Sept. 30, so that a final determination can be made on who is eligible for 
the program on the farm.  

Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest include:  

• A sale of land  
• A change of operator or producer, including a an increase or decrease in the number of 

partners  
• A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of the farm.  
• A change in producer shares to reflect changes in the producer's share of the crop(s) that 

were originally approved on the contract.   

Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in contract termination and a loss of program 
benefits for all producers involved. 

 
 



PREVENTING FRAUD 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) supports the Risk Management Agency in the prevention of fraud, 
waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, 
assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season. 
FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA.  

Producers can report suspected cases to the FSA office, RMA, or the Office of the Inspector 
General. 

 
RURAL YOUTH LOANS 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to rural youth, ages 10 to 20, to establish and 
operate agriculture income-producing projects in connection with 4-H Clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization 
advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business 
and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.  To be eligible, the youth must 
reside in a town or city with a population of 50,000 or less.  

For more information you can stop by your FSA county office. Our staff can help with preparing and 
processing the application forms.  

 
CONTINUOUS CRP AVAILABLE 

Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) practices are available for specific 
conservation practices where needed.  

Producers offering environmentally sensitive acreage under the provisions of Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) may qualify for annual rental payments and practice cost-
share incentives of up to 50 percent of the cost for installing the approved practices. This 
conservation program will remain funded, and as implemented will continue to provide heightened 
environmental benefits on select areas. 

 
FARM SAFETY 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand, it can kill quickly. It takes less 
than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment, also presents a real danger.  Augers, power 
take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not 
to mention children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure 
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and that begins with putting safety first. 

 
 
 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

09/30/2013    CRP Emergency Grazing Deadline 
11/15/2013    Final Date to Report Perennial Forage Crops 
12/01/2013    NAP Application Closing Date to Purchase Coverage for Perennial Forage Crops and 
                      Asparagus, Berry Crops, Cherries, Grapes, Honey, Oats, Peaches, and Plums 
12/15/2013    Final Date to Report 2014 Wheat Crop 
01/01/2014    NAP Application Closing Date to Purchase Coverage for Apples and Pears 

 
SELECTED INTEREST RATES FOR SEPTEMBER 2013 

Direct Farm Operating Loans - 1.875%    
Direct Farm Ownership Loans - 4.00%     
Direct Farm Ownership Loans — Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%     
Emergency Loans - 2.875%     
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.00%     
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.125%   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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