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DCP and ACRE Sign-up

FSA will begin sign-ups for DCP and ACRE for the 2013
crops on Feb. 19, 2013. The DCP sign-up period will end on
Aug. 2, 2013; and the ACRE sign-up period will end on June
3, 2013.

The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are
unchanged from 2012, except that all eligible participants in
2013 may choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE for the
2013 crop year. This means that eligible producers who were
enrolled in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in DCP in 2013
or may re-enroll in ACRE in 2013. Likewise, producers who
were enrolled in DCP may opt for ACRE enrollment.

Read more about DCP and ACRE or contact the Calhoun
FSA office for more information, or an appointment to enroll.

New Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan
(ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating
needs of beginning, niche and the smallest of family farm
operations.

The program will operate similar to the Operating Loan
program but will include reduced requirements for managerial
experience and loan security, as well as reduced paperwork.
The microloan program can be used for such expenses as
annual crop inputs, marketing and distribution expenses,
purchase of
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livestock and equipment, and minor farm improvements such as wells and coolers.
Eligible applicants may obtain a microloan for up to $35,000. The repayment term may
vary and will not exceed seven years. Annual operating loans are repaid within 12
months of when the agricultural commodities produced are sold. Interest rates will be
the same as the regular Operating Loan rates.

For more information follow this link: Microloan Fact Sheet or call the Calhoun FSA
Office at 269-781-4263, ext. 2.

USDA Announces 45th General Sign-Up for the Conservation
Reserve Program

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and ending on June 14. CRP has a 27-year legacy
of protecting the nation's natural resources through voluntary participation, while
providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural communities across
the United States.

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Producers that are accepted in
the sign-up can receive cost-share assistance to plant long-term, resource-conserving
covers and receive an annual rental payment for the length of the contract (10-15
years).

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013. Producers
with expiring contracts or producers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged
to evaluate their options under CRP.

Additional sign-ups for continuous CRP programs such as Highly Erodible Land
Initiative and Initiative to Restore Grasslands, Wetlands and Wildlife will be announced
in spring 2013.

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA service center
or www.fsa.usda.gov.

IRS 1099-G Changes

Calendar year 2012 brought changes to the way FSA reports farm program payments
to the producer and to the IRS.

In past years, IRS Forms 1099-G would be issued to show all program payments
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received from the Farm Service Agency, regardless of the amount.

For calendar year 2012, producers whose total reportable payments from FSA were
less than $600 will not receive IRS Form 1099-G. Also, producers who received
payments from more than one county will only receive one Form 1099-G if the total of
all payments from all counties was $600 or more.

The same changes will apply to those who normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC from
FSA.

Dates to Remember

» March 15th - Final date to purchase NAP coverage on most spring seeded NAP crops
including sweet corn, pumpkins and most vegetables

* March 15th - Final date to purchase FCIC crop insurance for annual crops
» March 25th - Final date for Women and Hispanic farmers and ranchers claim period
* March 31st - Final date to request a 2012-crop small grains and honey loans or LDP

» May 20th - General CRP sign-up begins

Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP)

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications for The
Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) until March 29th 2013. AWEP is a
voluntary conservation initiative that provides financial and technical assistance to
agricultural producers to implement agricultural water enhancement activities on
agricultural land for the purposes of conserving surface and ground water and
improving water quality. If interested, please contact the NRCS office at 269-781-4264
X 43.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop
9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866)
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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