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BEGINNING FARMER LOANS

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under
these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a
beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e Wil materially and substantially participate in the operation of the
farm

e  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and
financial management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s
average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are
available at your local USDA Service Center. You may also visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance
violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits. Violations
include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants
include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.

CRP CONTINUOUS SIGN-UP AVAILABLE

Farmers and landowners committed to protecting and conserving
environmentally sensitive land may now sign up for the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP). Under continuous sign-up authority, eligible land
can be enrolled in CRP at any time with contracts ranging from 10 to 15
years in duration.

The Conservation Reserve Program provides incentives to producers who
utilize conservation methods on environmentally-sensitive lands. For
example, farmers are monetarily compensated for establishing long-term
vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as "covers")
to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat.

For more information, contact the Jonesville Service Center at 517-849-9890
X 2.


http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office when an account has been changed or if another
financial institution purchases the bank where payments are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not
aware of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND COMPLIANCE

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, they must be compliant with
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. Farmers with HEL determined soils must
apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance. If you intend
to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not jeopardize
your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is
necessary.

For more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions, contact a FSA County Office or
visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay
voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20120412_consv_en_helcwc12.html
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