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County Committee Nominations 
 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
 
County committee members are a critical component of the operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers and 
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary 
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers. 
 
FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry 
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions. 
 
The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2013 through Aug. 1, 
2013. For more information contact your local FSA office. 
 
 

DCP Deadline Approach 
 
The sign-up period for DCP is still open. Producers are encouraged to sign 
up for DCP before the Aug. 2, 2013, deadline. 
 
Contact the FSA county office for more information, or an appointment to 
enroll. 

 

 

Crop Certification 
 
After spring planting, producers should certify their 2013 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a 
variety of programs. 
 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. 
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. 
 
Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  For crops enrolled in programs other 
than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program), acreage reports are to be certified by the Nov.15 
deadline on small grains and a July 15 deadline on all other crops. 
 



 
Sodbusting 

 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. 

 
Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they 
are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production. 

 
If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will 
be required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage before bringing land into 
production. 

 
 
Farm Reconstitutions 

 
For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and the same operator are grouped under one farm 
serial number. When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 

 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation. Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by Aug. 1 for 
farms enrolled in specific programs. . 

 
 
FSA Signature Policy 

 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation 
programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for 
exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse. 

 
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint 
ventures, corporations or other similar entities. 

 
Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan 
documents. 

 
For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office. 

 
 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
 




