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NEWSLETT

Wishing you a Great New Year !

2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-Up

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP) enrollment will begin on
January 23, 2012 and will end June 1,
2012.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

1. All Producers planting on DCP base
Acres must be identified on the DCP/
ACRE contract and receive a proportion-
ate share of DCP/ACRE payment for the
farm.

2. Changes on the farm after enrolling
June 1st in DCP/ACRE must be re-
ported to your local FSA Office. This
includes ownership changes; producer
changes (Individuals and Entities;
change in crop share arrangements.

Get Cov-Delivery -- Instant
News, Updates

The Farm Service Agency are adopting
an instant delivery, electronic option.
Producers can now enroll in the new
GovDelivery system which will provide
notices, newsletters and reminders via
email, rather than costly paper copies
delivered through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is
working smarter and more efficiently.
Conversion to electronic notifications via
email helps conserve resources and
save taxpayer dollars.

County Committee ballots will continue to
be mailed to all eligible producers. Sub-
scribe right now to receive your free e-
mail updates instantly by going to:
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.

Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance
program (NAP) is a federally funded pro-
grams that helps producers reduce their
risk when growing food and fiber crops,
specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed. These benefits are only available
for crops for which the catastrophic level
of crop insurance is not available. Appli-
cation for coverage must be filed by the
applicable crop’s closing date.

Production for all crops must be reported
to FSA no later than the acreage report-
ing date for the crop for the following
year. FSA requires that any production
reported in a loss year be verifiable ac-
cording to Agency specifications. NAP
losses must be reported within 15 days
of loss.

Commodity Loans

Commodity loans, also referred to as
Marketing Assistance Loans, are avail-
able to producers who share in the risk of
producing the crop. To be eligible, you
must maintain beneficial interest in the
crop through the time of application.
Once beneficial interest in a commodity
is lost, the commodity is ineligible as col-
lateral for the loan -- even if you regain
beneficial interest.

Violating provisions of a marketing assis-
tance loan may trigger administrative
actions, such as assessing liquidated
damages, calling for full payment of the
loan and denial of future farm-stored
loans. The most common violations are
removing or disposing of commodity be-
ing used as collateral without prior



authorization and providing an incorrect
quantity certification.

NOTICE: Hispanic and/or
Women Farmers / Ranchers;
Native Americans & African
Americans

If you believe that the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm
loan benefits, you may be eligible to apply for
compensation at:

Hispanic or  If denied benefits be-

Women: tween 1981 and 2000

Call: 1 888 508 4429

Online: www.farmerclaims.gov

Native If denied benefits be-

Americans: tween January 1, 1981
and November 24, 1999

Call: 1 888 233 5506

Online: www.indianfarmclass.com

African If denied benefits be-

American: tween October 13, 1999
and June 18, 2008

Call: 1888 472 7826

Online: www.blackfarmercase.com

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign own-
ers of U.S. agriculture land to report new
holdings or their changes in holdings to the
Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Ser-
vice Agency administers this program for
USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. Citizens,
and have purchased or sold agricultural
land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the
closing. Failure to submit AFIDA form FSA
-153 could result in civil penalties of up to
25 percent of the fair market value of the
property. County government offices, real
estate agents, attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate transactions are re-
minded to notify foreign investors of these
reporting requirements.

NRCS Deadline for Signs-ups

The USDA Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service announced three special
initiatives for conservation funding. Or-
ganic, On-Farm Energy and Seasonal
High Tunnel Initiatives are offered
through the EQIP program of the 2008
Farm Bill. Anyone interested must sign
up by February 3 to be considered in the
first batching and ranking period.

Organic Initiative

Certified organic producers and those
producers who are considering a transi-
tion to organic production methods are
encouraged to participate. Participants
are eligible for up to $20,000 in annual
payments not to exceed $80,000 pay-
ment limit over a 6-year period.

Certified organic producers must provide
a copy of their Organic System Plan
(OSP) and certification must be main-
tained for the life of the contract. Pro-
ducers must also certify they agree to
develop and maintain on OSP and pro-
vide contact information of applicant’s
USDA accredited organic certifying agent
before approval of an EQIP Contract.

On-Farm Initiative

This helps producers install energy con-
serving practices such as residueftillage
management, irrigation water manage-
ment, pumping plants, windbreaks or
shelterbelts, and farmstead energy im-
provements. Proof of operational energy
savings for conservation measures to be
installed must be provided. Receipts,
invoices or records of historical energy
consumption will be used to determine
the potential benefits during the ranking
process.

Seasonal High Tunnels

Under this initiative, high tunnels may be
installed that total up to 2,178 square
feet in size. Payments are based on the
size of the high tunnel being planned and
installed.

For these initiatives, if funds are siill
available after the first ranking period,
subsequent ranking and batching dead-
lines will be March 30 and June 1, 2012.
Producers must meet all USDA program
eligibility criteria to participate.
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Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you
have added or dropped rented land from
your operation, make sure you report the
changes to the office as soon as possible.
You need to provide a copy of your deed or
recorded land contract for purchased prop-
erty. Failure to maintain accurate records
with FSA on all land you have an interest in
can lead to possible program ineligibility
and penalties. Making the record changes
now will save you time in the spring. Up-
date signature authorization when changes
in the operation occur. Producers are re-
minded to contact the office of a change in
operation on a farm so records can be kept
current and accurate.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents
on behalf of each other for FSA and Com-
modity Credit Corporation programs in
which either has an interest. This option is
automatically available unless a written
request for exclusion is made to the county
office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule where
spouses may not sign on behalf of each
other for partnerships, joint ventures, cor-
poration or other similar entities. Individual
signatures are also require on certain Farm
Loan Program and Farm Store Facility
Loan documents.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the
county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has
a Power of Attorney form available that
enables you to designate another person
to conduct your business at the office. If
you are interested, please contact our of-
fice or any Farm Service Agency office
near you for more information.

IRS From 1099-G

Producers annually receive their CCC-
1099-G forms detailing payments produc-
ers have received from the Commodity
Credit Corporation. The annual report of
program payments on the CCC-1099-G
form is a service intended to help our cus-
tomers report taxable income. Itis not in-

tended to replace the producer's respon-
sibilities to report income to the IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regula-
tions or advised producers about which
payments to report on their income tax
returns. However, county office staff can
review payments for accuracy.

Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation Com-
pliance

Landowners and operators are reminded
that in order to receive payments from
USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible
Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) provisions are required. Farmers
with HEL determined soils are reminded
of tillage, crop residue, and rotation re-
quirements as specified per their conser-
vation plan. Producers are to notify the
USDA Farm Service Agency prior to con-
ducting any land clearing or drainage
projects to insure compliance. Failure to
obtain advance approval for any of these
situations can result in the loss of eligibil-
ity and all Federal payments.

Appeal Process

After an FSA Official makes a decision
on your request for USDA services or
application, you will be sent a letter in-
forming you of the decision and options
you can pursue if you disagree.

Generally, program participants have
three choices -- an informal review with
the original agency decision-maker, an
opportunity for mediation and finally an
appeal to the next level of authority
within the agency.
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90 - Day Treasury Bill 0.125% OFFICE CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY
PR o
Farm Operating - Direct 1.500% Jan 2 Office Closed - New Year’s Day Holiday
. _ . 0,
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.500% Jan16 | Office Closed - Martin Luther King, Jr.
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 5.000%
Jan 17-20 | CED Kohoe in Ely Office
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, 1.500%
Beginning Farmer or Rancher Jan 18 COC Meeting in Ely
Commodity Loans — 1966 to present 1.125%
Farm Storage Facility—7 yrs 1.375%
Farm Storage Facility — 10 yrs 2.125% COC — meet 3rd Wed of month on an “as
Conservation Loan 3.500% needed” basis

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-
6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



