
 

Local Administrative Area Changes 
   As a result of land use changes, new 
farmers and  programs available,  a realign-
ment of Local Administrative Areas’ (LAA) 
is needed.  
    This year an election in each LAA will 
take place.  The current COC members will 
fulfill their position through December of 
this year.  

   Nominations will be taken in all LAA’s for  
COC members.  Elected COC members will 
take office on January 1, 2012.   
 

  The NEW LAA’s will be as follows: 
 

LAA 1 Milton, Middleton, New Durham,  
 Farmington, and Rochester   
 

LAA 2 Somersworth, Rollinsford, Dover, 
 Madbury, Lee, Durham, and 
 Newmarket 
 

LAA 3 Strafford, Barrington, Northwood, 
 Deerfield and Nottingham 
 

LAA 4 Candia, Raymond, Epping,  
 Fremont, Chester, Auburn, 
 Londonderry, Derry, Sandown, 
 Danville, Kingston, Hampstead 
 South Hampton, Newton, Plaistow, 
 Atkinson, Salem, and Windham.  
 

LAA 5 Newington, Portsmouth, New Castle, 
Rye, Greenland, Stratham, New-
fields, Brentwood, Exeter, East 
Kingston, Kensington, Hampton 
Falls, Seabrook, Hampton,  and 
North Hampton   

 

   Terms will be staggered during the upcom-
ing election.  

   LAA 1 & LAA 4 will be elected to serve a 
term of 2 years.  LAA 2  & LAA 3 will serve 
a term of 3 years.   LAA 5 will serve a term 
of 1 year.   

    If you would like more information or 
have comments we will be taking public 
comment until April 29th. You may call, 
email or write your comments and send them 
to this office at the address above.  

 

Special Accommodations 

   Special accommodations will be made upon 
request for individuals with disabilities, vision 
impairment, or hearing impairment. If accom-
modations are required, individuals or their 
representative, should contact the             
Rockingham ~ Strafford office at 679-4656. 

  

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland  

Conservation Compliance 

   Highly erodible land conservation 
(HELC) compliance is required to earn 
benefits for all USDA programs. Produc-
ers with highly erodible soils need to be 
aware of tillage, crop residue and rotation 
requirements.  If you have any questions 
about your land, call the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office (NRCS) at 
679-1587. 

   Contact NRCS before you begin work 
on any of the following: clear timber areas 
to create or expand existing crop areas, 
convert existing pasture to crops, crop 
acres that have not been cropped in recent 
years, or drain a wet spot in a field to make 
cropping easier. 

 

 

U.S. Department  of  

Agriculture 

Rockingham & Strafford 
County FSA 

Knightly Plaza 

629 Calef Highway, Ste 203 

Epping, NH  03042 
 

Phone:(603) 679-4656 

Fax: (603) 679-4658 

www.fsa.usda.gov 
 

Service Center Hours 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Excluding Federal Holidays 
 

Farm Service Agency 

County Committee 

  Richard Babcock, Chair 

  Judith Merrill, Vice-chair 

  Wayne Elwood 

  Katherine McPhee 

  Steven Panish 
 

  

Program Staff 

Linda Pearson (ext 111) 

County Executive Director 

linda.pearson@nh.usda.gov  
 

Carol Sargent, PT (ext 100) 

carol.sargent@nh.usda.gov 
 

Farm Loan  

Sherrill Harris, FLM 

(603)223-6003  

sherrill.harris@nh.usda.gov 
 

NRCS 

Phone: (603)679-1587  

Daniel Wright (ext 110) 

District Conservationist  

  

Kimberly McCabe (ext 109) 

Soil Conservationist  

 

Keri Neil  (ext 101) 

Soil Conservationist   
 

www.usda.nrcs.gov  
 

 

Happy Spring !!! 
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FSA Signature Policy 

    Using the correct signature when doing 
business with FSA can save time and pre-
vent a delay in program benefits.  The fol-
lowing are FSA signature guidelines: 

    Spouses may sign documents on behalf 
of each other for FSA and CCC programs 
in which either has an interest, unless writ-
ten notification denying a spouse this    
authority has been provided to the county 
office 

    Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each 
other as an authorized signatory for part-
nerships, joint ventures, corporations, or 
other similar entities 

For additional clarification on proper    
signatures contact your local FSA office. 
 

  
  

  
Controlled Substance 

   Any person who is convicted under fed-
eral or state law of a controlled substance 
violation would be ineligible for USDA 
payments or benefits. Violations include 
planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited 
plant. Prohibited plants include marijuana, 
opium poppies and other drug producing 
plants. 

mailto:linda.pearson@nh.usda.gov�
mailto:carol.sargent@nh.usda.gov�


 
USDA Announces Process to Resolve Discrimination 

Claims Of Hispanic and Women Farmers  
 

    Farm Service Agency is informing farmers and producers 
that USDA has established a process to resolve the claims of 
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who assert that 
they were discriminated against when seeking USDA farm 
loans. 
    Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who allege past 
discrimination can now participate in a claims process in 
which they may receive compensation.  The claims process 
offers a streamlined alternative to litigation and provides at 
least $1.33 billion in compensation, plus up to $160 million 
in debt relief, to eligible Hispanic and women farmers and 
ranchers. 
   The program provides up to $50,000 for each Hispanic or 
woman farmer who can show that USDA denied them a loan 
or loan servicing for a discriminatory reason for certain time 
periods between 1981 and 2000.      Hispanic or female farm-
ers who provide additional proof and meet other require-
ments can receive a $50,000   reward.  Successful claimants 
are also eligible for funds to pay the taxes on their awards 
and for forgiveness of certain existing USDA loans.  There 
are no filing fees or other costs to claimants to participate in 
the program.  Participation is voluntary, and individuals who 
opt not to participate are not precluded by the program from 
filing a complaint in court. 

    Also, USDA is launching an outreach effort to potential 
claimants that will include a call center for farmers and 
ranchers, a website and in-person meetings around the coun-
try.  Individuals interested in participating in the claims proc-
ess may register to receive a claims package, or may obtain 
information, by visiting www.farmerclaims.gov . Individuals 
can register to receive a claims package by calling the 
Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1888-508-4429.  USDA 
cannot provide legal advice to potential claimants. Persons 
seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal ser-
vice provider.  
 

Change in Farming Operation 

     If you have bought or sold land, or if you have picked up 
or dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you 
report the changes to the office as soon as possible. 

     Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land 
you have an interest in can lead to possible program         
ineligibility and penalties. Making the record changes now 
will save you time at acreage reporting. 

    Update signature authorization when changes in the opera-
tion occur. Producers are reminded to contact the office of a 
change in operations on a farm so that records can be kept 
current and accurate. 
 

Measurement Service 
    If  you have changed your cropping fields and are unsure 
of the acreages,  measurement service is available.  This is 
not a free service.    Measurement service can be completed 
on the ground and in some cases may be completed in the 
office with the use of Geographical Information Services 
(GIS Mapping) on our computers.   

 
IMPORTANT - ARE YOU A……  

 

Beginning Farmer 

    FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

   Has not operated a farm for more than 10 years 

 Will substantially participate in the operation of the    
farm 

   All members of an entity or joint operation must meet the 
eligibility beginner farmer requirements.  
 

Limited Resource Farmer 

   A limited resource farmer is a farmer that meets the criteria 
for both of the following: 

 In each of the last two years, the direct or indirect gross 
farm sales were less than or equal to $146,400 per 
year. (Gross farm sales are defined as: gross Income 
entered on IRS Form 1040, Schedule F.) 

 In each of the last two years, your total household in-
come was less than the county/area value. (Total 
household income is defined as the Adjusted Gross 
Income for all members in your household or the 
amount you entered on IRS Form 1040, line 37.      
(Example; Rockingham County $37,791.70or       
Strafford County $30,174.24) 

   All members of an entity or joint  operation must meet the 
eligibility requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

Socially Disadvantaged Farmer 
    A socially disadvantaged farmer is one who is a member  
of a group, whose members have been subject to racial,    
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as    
members of a group without regard to their individual    
qualities. * Note: Gender prejudice is only applicable to the 
DCP and ACRE programs. 
 

Power of Attorney 
    For those who find it difficult to visit the county office 
personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., 
FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables 

you to designate another person to conduct your business at 
the office. If you are interested, please contact our office or 

any Farm Service Agency office near you for more           
information. 
 

Trust Agreements  
    Some individuals have established trust agreements and 
have transferred land ownership to the trust. These transac-
tions need to be reported to FSA because program contracts 
and forms need to be signed by the legal owners of the farm.  
 

Did You Know?  
   You can keep up with the state FSA news releases, county 
newsletters, program announcements and program participa-
tion guidelines on the web by going to:  
www.fsa.usda.gov/nh   
 

    If you have not registered your 
email with us  and you would like 
to receive our newsletter via 
email,  please drop Carol or I an 
email and we will  be happy to 
add you to our email listing.  



 

TAA For Farmers—Lobster  
    On April 4, 2011 the USDA, Foreign Agricultural Service 
(FAS) announced the estimated payment rate for producers 
approved under the Trade Adjustment Act (TAA) for Farm-
ers Program for the period October 1 2010 through Decem-
ber 31, 2010, and who successfully completed the training 
requirements.   
    Prorated cash payments are necessary for this period due 
to the number of approved applications and the amount of 
funding available.  Preliminary estimates indicate that eligi-
ble producers will receive a payment of approximately 
$1,200 for developing and implementing an approved initial 
business plan and an additional $2,300 for developing and 
implementing an approved long term business plan.  Produc-
ers may not receive more than $12,000 during the 36 month 
period following certification of the group petition. USDA 
will begin processing the payments in May.  

    More information is available at:  

http://www.taafor farmers.org/ or www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa 

Or by phone at (202) 720-0638. 

 

 NAP Coverage Requirements  
   Producers with NAP coverage must remember to      
complete the following to qualify for benefits: 

    � Timely file acreage reports 

    � Provide proof of harvested production using       
 acceptable methods, such as packing house  
 receipts, farmer market sales reports, etc. 

    � Notifying FSA within 15 days of damaging 
 weather event, or within 15 days of crop damage 
 becoming apparent. (Including grasses) 

    � Notifying FSA prior to completion of harvest   
 for all hand harvested crops. 
 

NAP Production Reporting 

   Production records for individual crops need to be filed 
with our office to establish an approved NAP yield. If this 
is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide 
production and acreage information from prior 
years to establish your yield. If you participated in NAP 
in previous years, you must report your production and 
acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date. 
   Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable. We rec-
ommend producers submit production records as soon as 
harvest is complete. All production records must be 
submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage 
reporting date.  
 
 

 

Consent to IRS Disclosure  
    USDA has entered into a memorandum of understanding 
with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to establish an elec-
tronic information exchange process to assist in determining 
compliance with AGI provisions. IRS will review data from 
tax returns, perform a series of calculations, and compare 
the results to the AGI limitations. FSA and NRCS will re-
ceive a record that indicates whether or not program partici-
pants appear to meet the income limits. Program partici-
pants who may exceed the limits will be offered an opportu-
nity to provide third party verification or other information 
to validate their compliance with the adjusted gross income 
provisions. Because written consent from each payment re-
cipient is required to initiate the verification process, the 
following forms have been developed to comply with the 
consent to disclosure:  

• CCC-927, Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information – 
  Individual.  

• CCC-928, Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information –  
 Entity.  

   IRS disclosure forms are available at USDA service cen-
ters and online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov. To safeguard 
privacy and confidentiality of the information, FSA offices 
will not accept or retain any completed CCC-927’s and 
CCC-928’s. Rather, program participants are required to 
mail the completed forms directly to the IRS address on the 
form within 120 days of the date of their signature.       
 The form may not be signed by the agent designated on a 
FSA-211, Power of Attorney.  

    Participants that choose not to submit a completed    
CCC-927, or CCC-928, as applicable, will be determined 
noncompliant with AGI limitations for the applicable crop, 
program and fiscal years. Participants who choose not to 
provide the written consent will be required to refund appli-
cable payments received from FSA and NRCS for the appli-
cable crop, program and fiscal year.  

Planning Ahead for   NAP Coverage Purchase  

November  20 Deadline  to Purchase NAP Coverage 
for Perennial Crops 

December 1  Deadline to Purchase NAP Coverage 
for Honey & Maple Sap  

March 15  Deadline to Purchase NAP Annual 
Crop Coverage (spring seeded) 

October 1 Deadline to Purchase  NAP Coverage 
for Forage Crops 

September 1 Deadline to Purchase NAP Coverage 
for Value Loss Crops  and Garlic  

June 1 DCP Application Deadline 

July 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline 

July 15  Yield & Production Records Submitted 

July 29 2009 SURE Application  Deadline  

August 1 Last Date to Request Reconstitutions  

    May 11    12:30 USDA Service Center  

    June 15     12:30 USDA Service Center 

    July 12    12:30 USDA Service Center  

COC meetings  require a quorum and therefore are subject 
to change, please call the office prior to the meeting.  

 Important Dates to Remember   County Committee Meeting Dates   

 WEATHER WATCH  
 

If you experience weather conditions that 
damage your crops, or could potentially 
cause a low yield please give the office a 

call.  We need to keep track of weather conditions that 
have adverse affects on crops.  Also, if  your crops are 
covered by NAP, and you suspect a loss of production you 
are required to notify us within 15 days of the date of the 
disaster or within 15 days of crop damage becoming     
apparent. (Including grasses) 

  Please help us help you,  report damaging weather at 
679-4656 ext 100.  



 
 
 

 
 
 
    

Reconstitutions 
   For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and the same operator are grouped under one farm serial  
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution or recon 
is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.  
   Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in specific       
programs. 
   The following are the different methods used when completing a farm recon: 

 Estate Method - the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an    estate; 

 Designation of Landowner Method –may be used when        
 (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred;        
 (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons;  

  (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; 

 (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred;  

 (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or  

 (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been 
      owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum 

             of Understanding; 

 DCP Cropland Method - the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract 
relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

 Default Method - the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract 
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 

Note: Reconstitutions must be requested by August 1 of the current year.  

Customer Statement 
   Producers who have signed up for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account will be able to access their farm data via 
their Customer Statement. The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA services and programs into a single report 
that’s at your fingertips and available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
   It allows USDA customers to view their participation, application and payment status in various commodity and  
conservation programs; information on farm loans; and conservation plan and land unit information. If you are inter-
ested in the process to take to view your customer statements, please call the office for more information.  

FSA Standard Rate 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

USDA FSA 

Permit # 13  

United States  
Department  
of Agriculture 

Rockingham/Strafford County FSA Office 

Knightly Plaza 

629 Calef Highway, Suite 203 

Epping, NH 03042 

 

  

“The U.S. Dept of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political  
beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer.”   
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