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CONSERVATION RESERVE
PROGRAM (CRP)

Farm Service Agency will hold a CRP general sign
-up from March 14 through April 15, 2011.

Eligible land that is not currently enrolled in CRP
may be offered for enrollment during CRP sign-up
41. In addition, CRP participants with contracts
expiring on Sept. 30, 2011 may submit offers. To
be eligible for CRP enrollment, a producer must
have owned or operated the land for at least 12
months prior to the end of the CRP sign-up period.

To be eligible for placement in general sign-up
CRP, land must be cropland that is planted or
considered planted to an agricultural commodity
four of the six crop years from 2002 to 2007. In
addition to the eligible land requirements, for
general sign-up, cropland must meet one of the
following criteria:

e Have a weighted average erosion index of eight
or higher;

e Be expiring CRP acreage, or;

e Be located in a national or state CRP
conservation priority area.

FSA will rank offers for CRP sign-up 41 according
to the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI). FSA
ranks each eligible offer in comparison to all other
offers nationally and selects from that ranking.
Producers may consult with FSA and NRCS on
how to maximize EBI points and increase the
likelihood that their offer will be accepted.

If you are interested in making an offer to enroll
acreage in the CRP, please call for an appointment
beginning March 14, 2011.

SURE SIGNUP

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011.
SURE provides benefits for farm revenue losses
due to natural disasters. For SURE, all crops must
be covered by crop insurance, NAP or be eligible
for waivers.

NEWSLETTER

A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when either:

e aportion of the farm is located in a county
covered by a qualifying natural disaster
declaration (USDA Secretarial Declarations
only) or a contiguous county; or,

e the actual production is less than 50% of the
normal production.

If you suffered crop losses in 2009 due to a
natural disaster contact our office!

COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC)
ELECTION RESULTS

Congratulations to Carol Tallis who was elected to
the COC to represent producers on the Utah
portion of the Navajo Indian Reservation, and
John Johnson who was elected to the COC to
represent producers in the Monticello South Area.

Tully Jones— 1* alternate to COC, Navajo
Reservation.

Cary Crowley—1st alternate to COC, Monticello
South Area.

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the
time to complete the election ballot. The COC
system works only because of your participation.

DIRECT AND COUNTER CYCLICAL
PAYMENT PROGRAM (DCP)

Signup for the Direct and Countercyclical Payment
(DCP) Program occurs annually with a June 1
deadline. FSA will not accept any late-filed
applications.

Signup in the ACRE option is also available
through June 1 each year. If you elect the ACRE
option, you are committed to this option through
2012, but you are still required to enroll annually
by June 1.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base
acres and payment yields established for each farm.
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices.



Each year you may request to receive advance
direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct
payment for each commodity associated with the
farm. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary
depending on market prices and are issued only
when the effective price for a commodity is
statutorily set below its target price.

Call the office to find out the status of your DCP
contract.

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY
PROGRAM (LIP)

The LIP provides benefits to livestock producers
for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality
caused by adverse weather. Adverse weather
events would include blizzards, wildfire, extreme
heat, extreme cold and floods. To be eligible for
LIP, a livestock producer must have legally owned
the eligible livestock on the day the livestock died.

Producers who suffer livestock death losses due to
adverse weather need to file a notice of loss with
the FSA office within 30 days of when the loss of
livestock is apparent to the producer. Applicants
must provide adequate proof that the eligible
livestock deaths occurred as a direct result of an
eligible adverse weather event. The quantity and
kind of livestock that died as a direct result of the
eligible disaster event must be documented. Herd
inventory records before and after the disaster
event can be critical to application approval.

Other documentation that will help in application
approval are: purchase records, loan documents,
production records, insurance documents, brand
inspection records, and contemporaneous producer
records. Dated pictures of living and dead animals
can be helpful.

FSA will accept certifications of livestock deaths
by a third party if no other proof of death
documentation is available. Third party
certifications must be made by individuals who
have no relation to the applicant, and have no
interest in the livestock for which the application is
being made.

Itis VERY IMPORTANT that livestock producers
on the NAVAJO INDIAN RESERVATION get a
vearly Tally Count completed by their chapter
grazing officials. This may be the only inventory
documentation available to livestock producers on

the reservation.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND
WETLAND CONSERVATION
COMPLIANCE

Landowners and operators are reminded that in
order to receive payments from USDA, compliance

with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) provisions are required.
Farmers with HEL determined soils are reminded
of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements
as specified per their conservation plan.

Producers are to notify the FSA office prior to
conducting land clearing or drainage projects to
insure compliance. Failure to obtain advance
approval for any of these situations can result in
the loss of eligibility and all Federal payments

AVERAGE CROP REVENUE
ELECTION (ACRE) PROGRAM

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a
revenue-based commodity program authorized by
the 2008 Farm Bill as an alternative to DCP. Sign
up for ACRE occurs between October 1and June 1
each crop year. The ACRE alternative provides
eligible producers a state level revenue guarantee,
based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield
and the 2-year national average price.

Producers who elect the ACRE program for a farm
agree to:

e forgo counter-cyclical payments;

e accept a 20-percent reduction of the direct
payments;

e accept a 30-percent reduction in loan rates for
all commodities produced on the farm.

Producers who elect ACRE commit to this option
through crop year 2012. Commodities eligible for
ACRE payments are wheat, corn, grain sorghum,
barley, oats, upland cotton, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, peanuts, soybeans, sunflower
seed, canola, flaxseed, safflower, mustard seed,
rapeseed, sesame seed, crambe, dry peas, lentils,
small chickpeas and large chickpeas.

The ACRE program was created to give producers
an option in lieu of traditional counter-cyclical
payments. To elect ACRE for a farm the first year,
producers must complete an election form CCC-
509 ACRE as well as an enrollment form. The
producer must again enroll each year the producer
intends to participate and receive benefits.

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP)

The NAP is a federally funded program that helps
producers reduce their risk when growing food and
fiber crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed.

These benefits are only available for crops for
which the catastrophic level of crop insurance is
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not available. Application for coverage must be
filed by the applicable crop’s application closing
date.

Production records for all crops must be reported to
the FSA office no later than the application closing
date for the crop for the following year. FSA
requires that any production reported in a loss year
be verifiable according to Agency specifications.

NAP Losses must be reported within 15 days of
loss.

GENERAL FARM LOAN
PROGRAMS

FSA offers loans for farmers and ranchers to
purchase farmland and finance agricultural
operations. FSA loan programs are designed to
help producers who are temporarily unable to
obtain private or commercial credit. In many
cases, applicants are beginning farmers who have
insufficient net worth to qualify for financing
through a commercial lender. In other instances,
borrowers might have suffered setbacks from
natural disasters or might be persons with limited
resources. Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans

can currently reach a maximum indebtedness of
$1,094,000.

Emergency loans are always direct loans for
farmers who may have suffered physical or
production losses in disaster areas designated by a
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration.
Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers
and loans for socially disadvantaged applicants are
also available through FSA. For detailed
information regarding loans and loan eligibility,
contact the county office for an appointment with a
farm loan representative.

Farm Operating Loans can be used to pay for
annual operating expenses, equipment and
livestock purchases.

Farm Ownership loans can be used to purchase or
enlarge a farm or ranch, or construct essential farm
buildings and improvements.

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS FOR FARM
LOANS

Must be a U.S. Citizen

Legal capacity to incur the loan obligation

Unable to obtain sufficient credit elsewhere

e Not delinquent on a federal debt

e Not have had a previous loan which resulted in
a loss to the Agency (with certain exceptions)

e  Satisfactory credit history

e No disqualification from Crop Insurance
violations

e No conviction for controlled substance

e Demonstrate management, education, on-the-
job training or farming experience

CONSERVATION LOAN (CL)
PROGRAM

The FSA makes and guarantees conservation loans
to promote conservation on farms and ranches to
conserve our natural resources. Many farmers who
need and want to implement conservation measures
on their land do not have the “up front” funds
available to implement these practices. The goal of
FSA’s CL Program is to provide farmers access to
credit to implement these practices.

CL funds can be used to implement a conservation
practice such as reducing soil erosion, improving
water quality and promoting sustainable and
organic agricultural practices. Interested applicants
should contact the FSA office for more information
on this loan program.

RURAL YOUTH LOANS

The FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish
and operate income-producing projects in
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and
operated with the help of the organization advisor,
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and
provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience.

The maximum loan amount is $5,000. Youth loan
eligibility requirements are:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which
includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal
resident alien;

e Be 10 years to 20 years of age;

e Comply with FSA’s general eligibility
requirements;

e Reside in a rural area, city or town with a
population of 50,000 or fewer people;

e Be unable to get a loan from other sources;

e Conduct a modest income-producing project in
a supervised program of work as outlined
above;

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing
and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor. The project
supervisor must recommend the project and the
loan, along with providing adequate
supervision.
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POWER OF ATTORNEY

If you find it difficult to visit the county office personally because
of work schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of
attorney form available so you can designate another person to
conduct your business at FSA. If you are interested, please
contact our office for more information.

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically
transferred into your bank account. You must notify the county
office if your account has been changed, or if another financial
institution purchases your bank, so your payments are not delayed
due to FSA not being aware of updates to your account and/or
routing numbers.

APPEAL PROCESS

After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA
services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of
the decision and options your can pursue if you disagree.
Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal
review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity
for mediation, and finally an appeal to the next level of authority
within the agency.

DATES TO REMEMBER

March 14 CRP Sign Up 41 Begins

March 15 COC Meeting

April 15 CRP Sign Up 41 Ends

June 1 Signup Deadline for DCP & ACRE
June 30 Deadline for Acreage Reports

Within 15 days of
Disaster Event

Notice of Loss for NAP Crops and
Grazing

Within 30 Days of Notice of Loss for LIP for Livestock

Adverse Weather Losses

ASAP Purchase and/or Sale of Farm Land
Report to County Office

ASAP Change to Farm Operation, Change in

Operator, Change in Landownership

opportunity provider and employer.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal
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