
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Cowboy Country Connection 

July 2011 

Carbon/Albany County 
101 Cypress Ave. 
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 
 

307-326-5657 
Fax: 307-326-8572 
http://www.usda.gov/wy 
 

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

County Committee 
Montie Munroe, Chairperson 
Kelly Kennedy, Vice-Chairperson 
Tom Page, Member 
Pat Sheehan, Member 
Melinda Sims, Member 
 

Farm Service Agency 
Sheryl Hunter, CED 
Deb Shirley, PT 
Dixie Mount, FLO- Platte County, 
307-322-4050 
 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

Mark Shirley, DC 
Jerome Doughterty, Baggs  
383-7860 
Jeremie Artery, Med. Bow  
379-2221 
Ruben Vasquez, DC Laramie 
 745-3698  

 
 

Disaster Assistance 
The Farm Service Agency would like to 
remind crop and livestock producers 
throughout states that have recently 
experienced severe damage from heavy 
rains, flooding, wildfires and tornadoes that 
FSA programs are available to assist with 
recovery.  
FSA administers several important programs 
that help producers recover from disaster 
damage and livestock deaths. Among the key 
programs available to address impacts from 
disasters are the Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP), the Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP), Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP), the Noninsured Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
(SURE) Program.  
 
Fact sheets for all of these programs can be 
found at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on 
Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.  
 
Producers who have suffered a disaster loss 
due to the recent severe weather conditions 
must give “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of 
the date that the loss becomes apparent. 
“Application for Payment” must then be filed 
before January 31st of the year following the 
loss. Notice of loss can be done at the FSA 
Office in person, or by telephone. 
 

The Carbon/Albany County FSA 
Office is currently taking applications for 
the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP), prior to official approval and 
funding.  All information will be used to 
compile the funding request by assessing 
location, type, and amount of damage.  
Approval and/or funding are not 
guaranteed.  If you have suffered damage 
to irrigation structures, fences or debris 
due to this spring’s floods, please contact 
this office to start the application process. 

 
 
 

Farm Reconstitutions 
For FSA program purposes, tracts having 
the same owner and the same operator are 
grouped under one farm serial number.  
When changes in ownership or operation 
take place, a farm reconstitution is 
necessary. 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process 
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of 
land based on the farming operation.  
Remember, to be effective for the current 
year, recons must be requested by August 1 
for farms enrolled in specific programs. 
The following are the different methods used 
when doing a farm recon: 

 Estate Method — the division of 
bases, allotments and quotas for a 
parent farm among heirs in settling an 
estate; 

 

 Designation of Landowner Method 
— may be used when (1) part of a farm 
is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) 
an entire farm is sold to two or more 
persons; (3) farm ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons; (4) 
part of a tract is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or 
more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. In 
order to use this method the land sold 
must have been owned for at least three 
years, or a waiver granted, and the 
buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding; 

 

 DCP Cropland Method — the 
division of bases in the same proportion 
that the DCP cropland for each 
resulting tract relates to the DCP 
cropland on the parent tract; 

 
    Default Method — the division of 

bases for a parent farm with each tract 
maintaining the bases attributed to the 
tract level when the reconstitution is 
initiated in the system. 

 

http://www.usda.gov/wy�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Important Dates 

July 20- Albany County  

                  Office Day 

 
July 29- 2009 SURE  

      application deadline 
  

Aug. 1- COC nomination 

          forms due to office 
 
        Deadline to request  
        farm reconstitution 

 

July 28-Aug. 6- Albany 

                          County Fair 
 

Aug 6- 12- Carbon  

                   County Fair 
 

Aug. 17- Albany County 

                   Office Day 
 

Sept. 1- 2010 Production 

               Deadline for ACRE 
 
Sept. 5- Labor Day Holiday 
 Office Closed 
 
 
Anytime- Contact the office to 
report adverse weather conditions 
& losses. 
 
Anytime- Accepting Continuous 
CRP applications. 
 
Anytime- Accepting EQIP 
applications. 
 
15 Days- after realizing a loss  to 
file a Notice of Loss on NAP 
covered crops 
 

 

SURE Program 
The Supplemental Revenue 

Assistance Program (SURE) provides 
benefits for farm revenue losses due to 
natural disasters that incurred in the crop 
years 2008 through September 30, 2011. 
To be eligible for SURE payments, a 
producer is required to obtain crop 
insurance on all crops in all counties or, if 
crop insurance is not available, to 
participate in the Non-Insured Assistance 
Program (NAP) except for grazed 
acreage.  However, crop insurance or 
NAP coverage is no longer required for 
crops that are not of economic 
significance or those where the 
administrative fee required to buy NAP 
coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the 
coverage. 

The following are the conditions that 
trigger SURE payments:   

• Producers in counties declared 
disaster counties by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, or in contiguous counties, 
and have at least one crop of economic 
significance must suffer a 10% production 
loss due to an eligible disaster condition. 
(These are crops that contributed or 
would have contributed at least 5% or 
more of the total expected revenue from 
all crops on the farm.)  

• Producers not in, or contiguous 
to, counties declared disaster counties by 
the Secretary of Agriculture and can show 
proof of an individual loss of at least 50% 
are eligible to receive SURE payments for 
crop producer or crop quality losses.  
Losses are measured with consideration to 
the whole-farm revenue, which includes 
crop insurance indemnities and 
commodity program payments, so that 
producers are not paid more than once for 
the same loss.  

A SURE calculator is available at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?are
a=home&subject=diap&topic=sure.  The 
calculator is not official, but is intended 
for educational use.  A fact sheet and 
backgrounder are also available online.  

Producers in Albany County are 
only required to meet the 10% 
production loss as they are contiguous 
to Platte County, which had a 
Secretarial Disaster Declaration in 
2009.  If you feel that meet these 
requirements, please contact this office 
prior to the July 29th deadline. 

 
 

NAP Loss Filing 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to 

report failed acreage and prevented planting 
and may be completed by any producer with an 
interest in the crop. Timely filing the Notice of 
Loss is required for ALL CROPS 
INCLUDING GRASSES. For losses on crops 
covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, 
you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the 
FSA County Office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage 
report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 
calendar days of the final planting date for the 
crop. 

If you have hay meadows that you 
cannot harvest, remember to file your notice 
of loss prior to turning livestock out to 
graze! 

 

Foreign Landowner 
Notification 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment 
Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign 
owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their 
holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The 
Farm Service Agency administers this program 
for USDA. 

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the county are required to 
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the 
closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form 
could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent 
of the fair market value of the property.  

County government offices, real estate 
agents, attorneys and others involved in real 
estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign 
investors of these reporting requirements. 
     

Compliance Spot Checks 
Compliance spot checks will be conducted 

on 2011 crops.  Instead of locally selecting 
farms, contracts, deficiency loans, etc. for 
review, a nationwide selection of producers is 
employed.  Spot check selections are to be 
conducted based on a producer’s participation 
in Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency 
Program, etc. 

For more information about the spot check 
selection procedure, feel free to contact your 
local Farm Service Agency office for additional 
clarification.   
 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure�


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 Hispanic and Women 
Farmers 

A process to resolve the 
claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers 
who believe they were 
discriminated against when 
seeking USDA farm loans is 
being established. 

If you believe that the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you during certain 
time periods between 1981 
and 2000 because you are 
Hispanic, or because you are 
female, you may be eligible 
to apply for compensation. 

 
For additional 

information on this claims 
process and other settlement 
issues contact: 

 
Hispanic and Women 
Farmer Claims Process 
:www.farmerclaims.gov or  
1-888-508-4429  
 
Pigford  - Black Farmers 
Discrimination Litigation 
www.blackfarmercase.com  
or  1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - Native 
American Farmers Class 
Action Settlement  
www.IndianFarmClass.com 
or  1-888-233-5506 

 

 

Farm Safety 
Summer is an exciting and hectic time on 

farms. Be careful. The Carbon/Albany 
County FSA employees care about our 
customers. 

Remember to: Walk around machinery 
and check shields and guards; make sure the 
PTO’s master shield is in place; make sure 
Slow Moving Vehicle signs are on 
machinery. 

If you are taking medicine, take it at the 
appropriate time and eat on schedule.   

If you are working in grain bins know that 
flowing grain can kill, and it can kill quickly. 
It takes less than five seconds for a person 
caught in flowing grain to be trapped. Try not 
to work alone in bins or confined spaces, and 
if that’s not possible let someone know where 
you are by checking in regularly by cell 
phone.  

The American Society of Safety 
Engineers (ASSE) offers the following safety 
tips for farmers: 

1.  Educate yourself on farm 
equipment.  Read and follow instructions 
according to the equipment’s manuals about 
safety. 

2.  Conduct regular equipment 
inspections. 

 3.  Don’t wear loose clothing while 
entering confined spaces such as grain bins, 
silos and hoppers as this can prevent 
entanglements. 

4.  Install Rollover Protective 
Structures (ROPS) on tractors.   

5.  Use seat belts while operating 
tractors with a ROPS. Do not allow additional 
passengers on the tractor with you. 

6.  While operating tractors and other 
farm equipment, be very cautious on rural 
roadways.  

7.  Use protective gear when operating 
machinery: Be familiar with hazardous 
chemicals.  Take extra precaution when 
handling chemicals such as anhydrous 
ammonia, carbon dioxide, methane gas and 
hydrogen sulfide.   

8.  Consistently educate your family 
and co-workers about safety practices, 
especially children.   

 
2010 ACRE Certification 

Deadline Extended 
The deadline for a 2010 production 

certification to comply with the ACRE 
provisions for production reports has been 
extended to COB Sept. 1, 2011. Because of 
this extension, using a register on Sept. 1, 
2011, is not authorized.   

The extension is for completing both the 
farm benchmark yield (2005 through 2009) 
and the actual farm yield (2010).  For more 
details contact the local FSA office. 
 

Beginning and Limited 
Resource Farmers 

FSA assists beginning farmers and or 
members of socially disadvantaged groups to 
finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either 
direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who: 
 Has operated a farm for not more that 10 

years 
 Will materially and substantially participate 

in the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, 

borrower training and financial management 
program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent 
of the county’s median size. 

 
Each member of an entity must meet the 
eligibility requirements. Loan approval is not 
guaranteed.  

Additional program information, loan 
applications, and other materials are available at 
your local USDA Service Center.  You may also 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov  

 

 

Loans for the Socially 
Disadvantaged 

FSA has a number of loan programs 
available to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production.  Loans are 
available for operating type loans and/or 
purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to 
apply for these loan programs, the FSA has 
provided priority funding for Socially 
Disadvantaged Applicants (SDA).   
Socially disadvantaged applicants are from 
groups whose members have been subjected to 
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his 
or her identity as a member of the group 
without regard to his or her individual qualities. 
     For purposes of this program, socially 
disadvantaged groups are women, African 
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan  
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders. 

If producers or their spouses believe they 
will qualify as socially disadvantaged, they 
should contact their local FSA office for details.  
FSA loans are only available to applicants who 
meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 
 

 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov/�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com/�
http://www.indianfarmclass.com/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


Carbon/Albany County FSA Office 
101 Cypress Ave.  
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
FSA Farm Loans 

FSA is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are having trouble 
getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently 
available.   

Ask your lender about an FSA Guaranteed Loan if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew 
your loan. 

Farm Ownership Loans or Farm Operating Loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Guaranteed Loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,119,000.  Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a 
loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner.  

FSA employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and help you understand what 
information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get it.  To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the 
county office staff.   

 

The Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer. 

 

COC Nomination Deadline 

County committees (COC) play a crucial role in helping the county office staff implement the Farm Bill.  Due to the 
important services that COC members provide, producers are encouraged to participate in the FSA county committee 
election process by nominating an eligible candidate by the Aug. 1, 2011, deadline. 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and other valuable information about 
FSA county committee elections are available online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf  

 
 FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, 

commodity price support loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms.  
Committees consist of three to five members who are elected by eligible local producers.   

 
This year the election service area up for election is southwest Carbon County, more specifically the Little Snake 

River Conservation District service area.  If you or anyone you know resides within this area, has an interest in 
agriculture, and would like to be part of our committee; please submit the nomination prior to the Aug. 1 deadline. 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf�

