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2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 
Producers now have until January 15, 2014, to report crops that have a November 15, 2013, or 
December 15, 2013, reporting deadline without paying a late-file fee. Crops under this waiver include 
wheat and native and improved grasses intended for grazing or haying. The Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) did not grant a waiver so producers need to consult their crop insurance agent for 
deadlines for insured crops.  

Producers now have until January 15, 2014, to report crops that have a November 15, 2013, or 
December 15, 2013, reporting deadline without paying a late-file fee. Crops under this waiver include 
wheat and native and improved grasses intended for grazing or haying. The Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) did not grant a waiver so producers need to consult their crop insurance agent for 
deadlines for insured crops.  

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
the Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the 
applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Washakie-Hot Springs County:  

November 15, 2013:     PRF/Perennial forage, Fall-seeded small grains  

January 15, 2014:         Established stand alfalfa seed, Fall alfalfa seed  

July 15, 2014:                Spring alfalfa seed, forage seeding, all other crops  

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

·        If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  
·        If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  
·        If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  
 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

Late file fees will be assessed for 2013 crops reported after September 15, 2013, and 2014 crops 
reported after January 15, 2014.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Washakie-Hot 
Springs County FSA office at 307-347-2456, ext. 2.   

 
Beginning Farmer Loans  
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. 
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

§  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  

§  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  

§  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 
sponsored by FSA  

§  Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s median size. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

 
FSA ALLOWS LENDERS TO USE EVALUATIONS INSTEAD OF APPRAISALS 
FOR LOANS OF $250,000 OR LESS 
Lenders that originate Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteed loans may now use internal real estate “collateral evaluations” to support 
loan requests of $250,000 or less, rather than appraisals.  

This policy change will allow lenders more flexibility and a faster underwriting process, and is consistent with industry standards.  

Lenders must follow their regulator’s “Interagency Appraisal and Evaluation Guidelines” and apply these same policies to FSA 
guaranteed loans as non-guaranteed loans.  In addition, lenders should request an appraisal when they would do so for unguaranteed 
loans even if the loan is under the threshold, such as when the expected loan-to-value is above their established standards.  

A description of the method of establishing the real estate value – whether appraisal or evaluation – needs to be described to FSA in 
their credit presentation. 
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Lenders must follow their regulator’s “Interagency Appraisal and Evaluation Guidelines” and apply these same policies to FSA 
guaranteed loans as non-guaranteed loans.  In addition, lenders should request an appraisal when they would do so for unguaranteed 
loans even if the loan is under the threshold, such as when the expected loan-to-value is above their established standards.  

A description of the method of establishing the real estate value – whether appraisal or evaluation – needs to be described to FSA in 
their credit presentation.  

 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or 
benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


other drug producing plants.  

 
POWER OF ATTORNEY 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office because of work schedules, distance, health, etc…, FSA has a power of attorney 
form available that allows producers to designate another person to conduct business at the office. If interested, contact our office or any 
Farm Service Agency office for more information.  

 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT SEEKING APPLICATIONS FOR ITS VALUE-
ADDED PRODUCER GRANTS (VAPG) PROGRAM 
The deadline for applications under USDA Rural Development’s VAPG program is February 24, 2014.  The primary objective of the 
VAPG program is to help agricultural producers enter into value-added activities related to the processing and/or marketing of bio-based 
value-added products. Generating new products, creating and expanding marketing opportunities, and increasing producer income are 
the end goals of this program. You may receive priority if you are a beginning farmer or rancher, a socially-disadvantaged farmer or 
rancher, a small or medium-sized farm or ranch structured as a family farm, a farmer or rancher cooperative, or are proposing a mid-tier 
value chain, as defined in the Program Regulation. Grants are awarded on a competitive basis. The maximum grant is $75,000 for 
planning grants and $200,000 for working capital grants.  Producers must match the grant funds requested with cash or eligible in-kind 
funds. Additional information can be found at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG.html. Contact your servicing USDA Rural 
Development office at for assistance. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 
(Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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