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NEWSLETT

Maine Receives Secretarial Disaster Designation in Approved
Areas

A secretarial disaster designation (S3368) has been granted to Penobscot County for excessive rain that
occurred between June 15 and June 30, 2012. Farms located in Penobscot County and any contiguous
counties are eligible to apply for emergency loans until April 29, 2013. Contiguous counties for this disas-
ter designation are Aroostook, Hancock, Piscataquis, Somerset, Waldo, and Washington Counties.

A secretarial disaster designation (S3367) has been granted to Androscoggin, Cumberland, Oxford, and
York counties due to frost, freezes, and hailstorms that occurred between April 26 and June 23, 2012.
Farms located in Androscoggin, Cumberland, Oxford, York, and adjacent counties are eligible to apply for
emergency loans until April 29, 2013. Contiguous counties include Franklin, Kennebec, Sagadahoc, Car-
roll (NH), Coos (NH), Rockingham (NH), and Strafford (NH) counties.

The designations open up additional programs and funding sources for eligible applicants.

NAP Loss Filing

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be com-
pleted by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops
including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (Notice of Loss) in the FSA County Office within 15
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of
the final planting date for the crop.

Producers Must Report Crop Losses to FSA

Producers must report crop losses resulting from a weather-related disaster event within 15 days of the
disaster or when the loss first becomes apparent, this includes crops covered by crop insurance, the Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crops without insurance coverage. Prevented
planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.

Crop losses are acres that were timely planted with the intent to harvest, but the crop failed because of a
natural disaster. It is important that producers file accurate and timely loss reports to prevent the poten-
tial loss of FSA program benefits.

Producers who have NAP coverage will be required to report crop losses on an FSA form CCC-576 -
"Notice of Loss and Application for Payment Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program."



From the Desk of the State Director:
don.todd@me.usda.gov

Farming for the Long Term with
Maine AgrAbility by Leilani Carlson,
Project Coordinator

The Farm Service Agency employees
have done an outstanding job this
year in the continued efforts of rais-
ing produce in the People’s Gardens
donating non-perishable items in the
Feds Feed Families program as will
as their gleaning efforts around the
State.

Another example of an outstanding effort was in Linneus, ME.
FSA employee Chandra Campbell participated in a harvesting
effort at the Friends of Aroostook Farm on their cacumber fields.
The Friends of Aroostook Farm is
entirely non-profit and all produce
is donated. They grow beets, car-

. Tots, onions, corn, beans, potatoes,
cucumbers and other vegetables.

% Chandra, along with her Father,
Hubert Brown of Wytopitlock , ME
who is a volunteer at a local food pantry joined Dale Flewelling,
the Manager of the Friends of Aroostook Farm to pick cucumbers
to donate to the Catholic Charities Food Bank. That day they har-
vested 2500 pounds of cucumbers which will be distributed to the
needy through the local food pantries.

While they were there picking 5 gentlemen from Eagle Lake joined
them and picked and loaded cu-
cumbers onto their truck for distri-
bution to the Eagle Lake region.
All of these gentlemen as well as
Mr. Brown are 75 years of age or
older.

My point is, you are never too old, s :
or too young to help those in need. These gentleman gave a hand
and reached so many people who would otherwise go without. I
hope that all of you reading this consider doing the same thing in
your areas, a little effort goes a long way.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. To file a complaint of discrimina-
tion, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642

Attention farmers!
Is farm work harder than it used to be?
Is pain affecting your work?

Do you have health conditions that prevent or limit your ability to
farm?

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions - you are not alone.
Farming is a physically demanding job. Most people think farming
is a healthy occupation and farmers are physically fit. In reality, a
high percentage of farmers face barriers due to aging and injury. It
becomes harder to remain in farming as daily tasks become more
difficult to complete and barriers impossible to ignore.

Maine AgrAbility is a program to help farmers, farm workers, and
farm family members address health issues, farm safety, and the
prevention of injuries. Our goal is to have everyone involved in agri-
cultural production in Maine continue to farm successfully and
healthfully. No matter what challenges you face, AgrAbility can rec-
ommend resources, tools, and funding sources to make your work
easier and more productive. Services are free. If you live in Maine,
work in agriculture, and face health challenges, you are eligible.

The Maine AgrAbility program is funded by the USDA, and is a
partnership between The University of Maine Cooperative Exten-
sion, Goodwill Industries of Northern New England, and Alpha One
Independent Living Centers. Our goal is to help you farm with less
pain and greater productivity. For more information, check out the
Maine AgrAbility website at http://umaine.edu/agrability/ or call
Lani Carlson, Project Coordinator, at (207) 944-1533, or
leilani.carlson@maine.edu.




Emergency Farm Loans

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides emergency loans
to help producers recover from production and physical losses
due to drought, flooding, other natural disasters, or quarantine.

Emergency loan funds may be used to:

Restore or replace essential property;

e Pay all or part of production costs associated with the dis-
aster year;

e Pay essential family living expenses;
e Reorganize the farming operation; and

e Refinance certain debts.

On August 29, 2012, the Secretary declared the following coun-
ties eligible for emergency loan assistance: Androscoggin,
Aroostook, Cumberland, Franklin, Hancock, Kennebec, Oxford,
Penobscot, Piscataquis, Sagadahoc, Somerset, Waldo, Wash-
ington and York.

Further information and applications for the loan programs
described are available at local FSA county offices.

Selected Interest Rates for

Loans for Socially Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist appli-
cants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are
available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve
farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan
programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for members of
socially disadvantaged groups.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender preju-
dice because of his or her identity as members of the group with-
out regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are
women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.

If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify as so-
cially disadvantaged, they should contact their local FSA office
for details. FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet
all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

Summary of FLP Activity for FY 12

108 Direct Operating Loans $ 5,600,630
0 Direct Operating Loans Pending $ 0
9 Guaranteed Operating Loans $ 679,266
8 Direct Farm Ownership $ 1,579,600
3 Direct Farm Ownership Pending $ 662,000

10 Guaranteed Farm Ownership $ 4,665,142

September 2012

Farm Operating - Direct 1.125
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.00
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment,

. 1.50
Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency 2.125
Farm Storage Facility—7 Year 1.125
Farm Storage Facility—10 Year 1.625
Farm Storage Facility—12 Year 1.875
9 Month Commodity Loan 1.125




Succession in Interest

AFIDA

If you have made any changes that affect your interest in base
acres since you signed your last Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram contract, you must report these successions-in-interest to
the county committee by Sept. 30, so that a final determination
can be made on who is eligible for the program on the farm.

Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest include:

e Asaleofland

e A change of operator or producer, including a an increase or
decrease in the number of partners

o A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of the farm.

e A change in producer shares to reflect changes in the pro-
ducer's share of the crop(s) that were originally approved
on the contract.

If a succession-in-interest has taken place, you, as the
“predecessor,” are required to refund any advance DCP pay-
ments you received for the affected base acres before a payment
can be made to the “successor.”

Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result in contract
termination and a loss of program benefits for all producers
involved.

Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds any
interest, other than a security interest, in agricultural land
in the United States is required by law to report the trans-
action no later than 9o days after the date of the transac-
tion. They must file Agricultural Foreign Investment Dis-
closure Act (AFIDA) reports with the FSA county office
that maintains reports for the county where the land is
located.

For AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is defined as any
land used for farming, ranching or timber production, if
the tracts total 10 acres or more.

For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA pro-
grams, contact the FSA office near you or visit the USDA
Web site at http://www.usda.gov.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

Preventing Fraud

The Farm Service Agency supports the Risk Management Agency
in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop
Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist
RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions
throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all sus-
pected cases of fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA.

Producers can report suspected cases to the FSA office, RMA, or
the Office of the Inspector General.

Crop Reporting Dates

Barley, Corn Fresh Market Sweet
Corn, Green Peas, Oats, Potatoes,
Spring Wheat, and all other crops

July 15, 2012

Forage Seeding August 15, 2012

Perennial Forage, Fall-Seeded
Small Grains

December 15, 2012

Apples, Blueberries January 15, 2013

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFLP) allows pro-
ducers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest financ-
ing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL
is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for
the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage
facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. New
loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the
amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be
different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from
the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement
and the remaining final disbursement. The partial disburse-
ment will be available after a portion of the construction has
been completed. The final fund disbursement will be made
when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of
the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected
and approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county
office that maintains the farm’s records. An FSFL must be
approved before any site preparation or construction can
begin.
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